Guidelines for Lectors
1. There is a spiritual and a technical dimension to being a Lector at Mass.  When you stand before the congregation, remember that you are proclaiming the Word of God. 

2. Prepare by reading the assigned readings for the day a number of times.  Pray for guidance in understanding the message of the readings, and for the courage to proclaim the message boldly and clearly. Prepare by reading from a) the Bible b) the missalette c) a preparatory text, like the “Handbook for Lectors”, if it is available.

3. Arrive early for Mass, dressed appropriately

4. Check the Lectionary to see that it is marked correctly.  
5. Also check the small Prayer of the Faithful Binder and review the Prayers of the Faithful
6. Check the announcements (they are attached to the cover of the small binder), and familiarize yourself with the intention for the Mass from the bulletin.  (If there are difficult names, ask for assistance)

7. Before the Mass, check with the priest celebrant if there are options (eg long or short forms)

8. Sit in the pew nearest to the sanctuary. 

9.  When the priest walks to the back of the church, approach the sanctuary, bowing at the center in front of the altar and go to the Ambo and read the Welcome and Announcements (attached to the small red binder). Make other announcements if required
10. Take the Book of the Gospels to the back of the church for the Procession

11. Carry the Book of the Gospels, holding it above your head, during the procession and place it on the left side of the altar; do not stop or bow before the altar. 

12. After the Opening Prayer, approach the sanctuary, bowing in front of the altar, and go to the ambo for the readings. 
13. Before you start, Pause and make eye contact with the congregation, breathe deeply, relax and begin reading slowly and with confidence. 

14. When you are finished the reading, pause, look at the people and slowly say “The Word of the Lord”

15. When the readings are complete bow before the altar and return to your place.
16. Towards the end of the Nicene Creed, approach the ambo, bowing in front of the altar, and read the Prayers of the Faithful after the Priest has read the introduction.  
Note: In Masses without music, the lector should read the Entrance Antiphon and the Communion Antiphon.  They are found in the Missalette. At weekday Masses, they should be read from your seat in the pew, or else from the ambo. 
